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PRESSURE 6-2017 will be focused on follow-up of the implementation of the HELCOM nutrient input 
reduction scheme and related products of the PLC-6 project. Also matters related to marine litter, 
underwater noise, hazardous substances, and physical damage to the seafloor will be discussed. 

Agenda Item 1 Adoption of the Agenda 

The Meeting is invited to adopt the agenda of the Meeting (document 1-1-Rev.1).  

Agenda Item 2 Matters arising from other HELCOM work 

The Secretariat will inform the Meeting of the outcomes of HELCOM 38-2017 including the High-level 
Segment on the ocean-related Sustainable Development Goals, HOD 51-2016 and other meetings relevant 
to the work of the Group. 

The Meeting is invited to take note of the work plan of the EU Chairmanship in HELCOM available on the 
HELCOM website.  

Agenda Item 3 Marine litter 

The Leading/co-Leading and contributing Contracting Parties are invited to provide updated information on 
implementation of the regional actions of the Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter (last version as approved 
by PRESSURE 5-2016) to the Secretariat (marta.ruiz@helcom.fi) by 28 March 2017. 

The Meeting will be invited to approve the updated table to follow up implementation of the Regional Action 
Plan on Marine Litter. 

The Contracting Parties may also wish to provide additional information on national actions of relevance.  

The Meeting will be informed of the ongoing European and global processes with regard to marine litter 
(document to be submitted at a later stage).  

HOD 51-2016 endorsed the proposal by Sweden that HELCOM joins the Scoping Study on International and 
European Processes that are relevant to and contribute to the implementation of OSPAR’s and HELCOM’s 
Regional Action Plans on Marine Litter (Outcome of HOD 51-2016, paras 6.67-6.68). Sweden is invited to 
inform on the status of the Scoping Study. The Meeting will be invited to consider this information and the 
use of its findings to facilitate implementation of the RAP ML. 

Agenda Item 4 Underwater noise 

HELCOM 38-2017 considered a document on regional input for defining levels of underwater noise that are 
consistent with GES for noise-sensitive species and decision support trees for establishing environmental 
targets for ambient and impulsive noise (HELCOM 38-2017, document 4-7). HELCOM 38-2017 established a 
procedure for commenting on the document in writing and mandated the HELCOM EN-Noise to address the 

http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/Work%20plan%20of%20the%20EU%20Chairmanship_December%202016.docx
http://helcom.fi/Documents/Action%20areas/Wastewater/Implementing%20the%20RAP%20ML.pdf
mailto:marta.ruiz@helcom.fi
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2051-2016-400/MeetingDocuments/Outcome_HOD%2051-2016.pdf
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open issues raised by the Contracting Parties and elaborate the document further for submission to HOD 52-
2017.  

The HELCOM EN-Noise is invited to participate in a parallel session aiming at further elaborating the 
document. The parallel session will be held during the first day of the Meeting, reporting back to the Meeting 
during the second day (agenda for the parallel meeting to be submitted at a later stage).  

The Meeting will be invited to consider the progress by the HELCOM EN-Noise in elaboration of the document 
and provide feedback regarding further steps. 

The Meeting will also be invited to take note of information on ongoing work of the HELCOM EN-Noise, 
presented by the Chair of the expert network as a brief report. 

The Contracting Parties may wish to provide updated information regarding data reporting to the regional 
impulsive noise register which currently contains data reported by Denmark, Germany and Sweden, whereas 
Finland and Poland have informed of being in the submission process (access to the registry). The Meeting 
may also wish to discuss and agree on the frequency of data reporting to the registry. 

Agenda Item 5 Dredging/depositing operations and mining on the sea floor (data reporting 
and assessment) 

The data on dredging and depositing activities at sea reported by the countries in the period from 2011-2015 
were compiled into a database for the use in “state of the Baltic Sea” assessment (HOLAS II). The data on 
dredging/depositing activities at sea for 2015 were reported by some countries in accordance with the new 
format. The new reporting includes data on dredging sites in addition to the sites where dredging material 
has been deposited. An overview of the data compiled for the HOLAS II assessment and also updated 
overview of the data reported in 2016 will be provided to the Meeting (document to be submitted). 

The Meeting is invited to take note of the information and provide feedback regarding any potential obstacles 
to report data in 2017. 

PRESSURE 5-2016 also agreed to launch an activity on preparation of the regional status report on 
exploitation of mineral resources on the sea floor. A call for data was organized in the frame of the HOLAS II 
project. Data were reported by the countries in autumn 2016. An overview of the data as well as short 
information on the preparatory work for the report will be provided to the Meeting (document to be 
submitted). 

The Meeting is invited to take note of the information and discuss how the work for the status report on 
exploitation of mineral resources on the sea floor could be organized and carried out. 

Agenda Item 6 Hazardous substances 

Further steps towards sustainable use of sewage sludge 

HELCOM Recommendation 38/1 on sewage sludge handling was adopted by HELCOM 38-2017. PRESSURE 5-
2016 emphasized that the Recommendation identifies general principles for sustainable handling of sewage 
sludge and upstream measures to improve the quality of the sludge and paves the way for a regional dialog 
to elaborate regionally agreed parameters assuring maximum utilization of the valuable components of the 
sludge and minimise potential negative effects. Reporting on the implementation of the Recommendation is 
foreseen to start in 2019.  

Reuse of phosphorus contained in sewage sludge is one of the themes for discussion at the Workshop on 
nutrients recycling to be held on 27-28 March 2017 in Berlin. The issues related to national plans and policy 
related to reuse of nutrients without posing a risk to the environment will be discussed. The Meeting will be 
informed on the outcomes of the Workshop. 

The Meeting will be invited to discuss the follow-up of the Recommendation including setting up a reporting 
system and frame further steps towards regionally agreed parameters (limit values).  

  

http://www.ices.dk/marine-data/data-portals/Pages/underwater-noise.aspx
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Collecting information on hazardous substances 

PRESSURE 3-2015 agreed that existing HELCOM priorities on hazardous substances had to be revised. 
Countries also agreed that the revision should start in 2018. Meanwhile, information on data availability and 
national priorities in relation to input of hazardous substances should be collected. The questionnaires on 
national priorities were prepared and responses by countries collected and analyzed. Based on the collected 
information a number of priority substances have been identified. The results of the questionnaire were 
presented at PRESSURE 5-2017. 

The next step suggested by PRESURE 5-2017 was to collect information on the character of the available data 
and their usability for mapping of potential input of these substances into the aquatic environment in the 
region. The same approach was suggested for micropollutants including available information on the WWT 
technologies applied in the different countries. Two questionnaires will be presented to the Meeting. 

The PLC-6 project includes a chapter summarizing available information on input of hazardous substance to 
the Baltic Sea. The information on input of heavy metals was a part of periodic PLC reporting and data on 
airborne input was provided by EMEP. 

The Meeting is invited to consider questionnaires, provide feedback on their structure and agree on them as 
well as on a timeframe for further steps to collect information on input of hazardous substances. 

Pharmaceuticals in the Baltic Sea - next steps towards outlining the problem 

HELCOM 38-2017 approved the Terms of Reference of the HELCOM Correspondence Group on 
Pharmaceuticals (document 4-5-Rev.1).  

A draft working plan for the correspondence group including proposed first steps will be presented to the 
Meeting. 

The Meeting is invited to discuss and agree on the working plan.  

Follow-up of the developments at HELCOM hot spot toxic waste landfill Krasnyi Bor 

HOD 50-2016 requested the Pressure Group to follow up progress at the Krasnyi Bor landfill as well as to 
consider the risks posed by similar sites around the Baltic Sea. Information on recent developments and 
planned activities as well as results of environmental monitoring in the areas adjacent to the site was 
presented at PRESSURE 5-2016.  

PRESSURE 5-2016 also invited NEFCO to coordinate potential international support of preparation to 
remediation of the site and inform HELCOM Pressure Group on the actions taken and progress made. 
Participants welcomed the preparedness of NEFCO to promote environmentally sound solutions at the 
Krasnyi Bor hazardous waste landfill.  

Russia is invited to present information on current environmental situation around the landfill and progress 
in work on prevention of the potential risk posed by the site as well as on planning of remediation work on 
the site. NEFCO is invited to inform the recent developments. The Meeting is invited to take note of the 
information and to follow-up the situation.  

Agenda Item 7 Input of nutrients into the Baltic Sea 

Implementation of PLC-6 project and launching of the PLC-7 project 

A progress report on the state of implementation of PLC-6 project, which ends up in 2017, will be submitted 
by the Project manager. The document will also contain a brief information on the current activities under 
the recently launched PLC-7 project (document to be submitted).  

The Meeting will be invited to consider the state of the projects and provide feedback regarding deadlines 
for PLC-6 deliverables as well as scheduling for urgent actions of the PLC-7 project. 

Assessment dataset on waterborne inputs of nutrients 

An assessment dataset on waterborne input of nutrients based on the data reported by countries have been 
elaborated by the PLC-6 project team (document will be provided). The data on waterborne inputs of 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HELCOM%2038-2017-401/MeetingDocuments/4-5-Rev1%20Establishing%20of%20a%20Correspondence%20Group%20on%20Pharmaceuticals.pdf
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nutrients annually reported by the countries pass several stages of quality assurance including automatic 
control of the technical parameters and expert evaluation. All data inserted into the database pass the 
procedure of verification and approval by national experts. The national datasets have gaps which are to be 
filled in using statistical methods and expert assessment by the project team. The assessment datasets on 
waterborne inputs of nutrients, including data on transboundary input, were submitted to national experts 
for approval using the survey established at the HELCOM Meeting Portal. Discussion on a draft assessment 
datasets is included onto the programme of MAI/CART Workshop (6-7 March 2017, Stockholm). 

The Meeting is invited to discuss the assessment dataset on waterborne input of nutrients including data on 
transboundary input and endorse it for the use in further assessments.  

Data on airborne input of nutrients 

Data on airborne input of nitrogen are annually provided by EMEP. The dataset on airborne deposition 
integrates also data on contribution by non HELCOM countries and ship traffic in the North and Baltic Seas. 
An upgrade of the model used by EMEP to elaborate the data on nitrogen deposition caused a revision of the 
whole data series effecting also the data which had been already used in the previous assessments 
(document to be provided). 

The Meeting is invited to agree on the dataset on airborne deposition of nitrogen and its use for the further 
assessment.  

Follow-up implementation of the HELCOM nutrient reduction scheme 

The HELCOM nutrient reduction scheme includes environmental targets expressed in maximum allowable 
inputs to sub-basins of the Baltic Sea (MAI) and reduction targets for the countries identified as country wise 
allocated reduction targets (CART).  

The first part of the scheme serves as a HELCOM core indicator of the Baltic Sea environmental health. The 
previous assessment of the MAI was based on data for the years 2010-2012. The new assessment indicates 
state of the N and P input in 2012-2014 (document to be provided). 

The Meeting will be invited to consider an updated version of the HELCOM core indicator and endorse it for 
submission to HOD 52-2017 for approval. 

A draft assessment of progress towards implementation of CARTs will be presented. The draft will take into 
account outcomes of the discussion at the MAI/CART workshop regarding the methodological aspect of the 
progress evaluation. HOD 51-2016agreed to trial the methodology for accounting extra reduction in one sub-
basin for another sub-basins in the PLC-6 assessment. 

The Meeting will be invited to consider preliminary assessment results (document to be submitted) and agree 
on the methodological principles used for the assessment of the progress toward CART and identify further 
steps needed to finalize the assessment results for approval by the Heads of Delegation. 

CART assessment policy message 

PRESSURE 5-2017 discussed a content of a policy message on the results of the assessment of the progress 
toward CART and identified the key aspects which have to be reflected in the message. Participants agreed 
that a more advanced suggestion regarding the details of the policy message would be elaborated at the 
MAI/CART workshop.  

The Meeting will be invited to consider and agree on the suggested draft of the policy message. 

Draft source apportionment 

The only currently available information on contribution of different sources of nutrients into the Baltic Sea 
is based on the data on inputs in 2007. New data on waterborne sources of nutrients were collected by PLC-
6 project for the year 2014 (2012 for Germany and Poland). The data were reported in accordance with the 
PLC-Water Guideline as a part of periodic reporting. Information on sources of airborne input of nitrogen was 
provided by EMEP as a part of PLC-6 project. The overview of the available data and draft sources 
apportionment will be presented to the Meeting. Also an overview of the methodologies used by countries 

http://helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/indicators/inputs-of-nitrogen-and-phosphorus-to-the-basins
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for calculation of loads and flows for source apportionment as well as retention coefficients will be provided 
to the Meeting.  

The Meeting is invited to take note of the information on source apportionment and methodologies, provide 
feedback on the draft material and agree on further steps toward elaboration of this PLC-6.  

Assessment of effectiveness of measures and other PLC-6 products 

Assessment of effectiveness of measures to reduce input of nutrients is one of the new PLC products included 
into the PLC-6 reports. The data on effectiveness of measures were collected through a questionnaire 
prepared by project team and RedCore DG and then discussed by PRESSURE 4-2016. The state of the 
reporting of national data on effectiveness of measures was also briefly discussed by PRESSURE 5-2016. The 
Meeting will be provided with an overview of the collected data and scope of the PLC-6 product which might 
be elaborated based on the compiled information. 

The Meeting will be invited to consider the status of information compiled by the PLC-6 project team and 
suggest further steps required for elaboration of this PLC-6 product. 

PRESSURE 4-2016 decided to include a pilot exercise on assessment of inputs of nitrogen and phosphorus 
from seven major rivers into the PLC-6 periodical assessment noting that the input by these rivers contribute 
about 50% of the total input of nutrients and might be used for an assessment on the effectiveness of 
measures in the long-term perspective. Information on the results of the assessment will be provided to the 
Meeting. 

The Meeting will be invited to consider the state of the information on the input of nutrients by the big rivers 
and provide guidance for further elaboration of this test PLC-product which would serve for the needs of 
countries to map the most efficient solutions to reduce environmental pressure on the Baltic Sea. 

Operationalization of the procedures to follow up the HELCOM nutrient reduction scheme 

The procedures to follow up implementation of the HELCOM nutrient reduction scheme require reporting of 
a vast amount of data, their validation and quality assurance and further processing to elaborate assessment 
products. Algorithms for some of the procedures and processes have been standardized which enabled their 
partial automation. Reporting and data quality verification was partly automated by developing the PLC 
water reporting system (PLUS project). The MAI/CART OPER project was missioned to develop and set up 
semi-automated procedures for updating the major PLC products. The MAI/CART OPER project planned to 
be completed in 2017 and the draft results will be presented to the Meeting (document to be submitted). 

The Meeting will be invited to consider the results of the MAI/CART OPER project and conclude on 
accomplishing of the major project tasks.  

Agenda Item 8 Follow-up of HELCOM Recommendations: implementation, reporting and 
revision 

The system to follow up implementation of HELCOM agreements (Baltic Sea Action Plan and 2010 and 2013 
Ministerial Declarations) has been established by HELCOM (HELCOM Explorer). The system is designed to 
follow up actions with measurable targets agreed for regional and national implementation. 

In addition to the BSAP and Ministerial commitments, there are HELCOM Recommendations and each of the 
working groups have a task to follow up on the implementation of the Recommendations and keep them up 
to date. An overview of the valid HELCOM Recommendations under the mandate of Pressure group will be 
presented to the Meeting (document to be submitted later).  

The Meeting will be invited to consider the overview of valid HELCOM Recommendations and particularly 
the reporting requirements. The Meeting will be invited to discuss how to organize future reporting on the 
Recommendations against the needs for information. The Meeting will also be invited to discuss how to 
follow up the recommendations which do not include any reporting requirements. Finally, the Meeting will 
be invited to discuss the review of the Recommendations in order to identify the needs for updating. 

  

http://maps.helcom.fi/website/HELCOMexplorer/index.html
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Agenda Item 9 Any other business 

The Delegations and Observers are invited to update the List of Contact addresses and Observers of the 
Pressure Group (document to be submitted later). 

The Meeting might wish to consider any other matters raised by the delegations and observers at the 
Meeting. 

Agenda Item 10 Election of Vice-Chair(s) 

HELCOM PRESSURE 5-2016 re-elected Mr. Lars Sonesten, Sweden, as the Chair the Group for a two-year 
period (2017-2018) and postponed the election of Vice-Chair(s) to this Meeting. 

The Meeting is invited to elect Vice-Chair(s) of the Pressure group for the next two-year period 2017-2018. 

Agenda Item 11 Future work and meetings 

HOD 51-2016 adopted the working plan for Pressure group for the period 2017-2018. 

The Meeting is invited to agree on the main issues to be dealt with in the next meeting of the Group 
(PRESSURE 7-2017) to take place on 23-27 October 2017 (tentatively in Lithuania). Lithuania is invited to 
confirm hosting PRESSURE 7-2017. The Meeting is also invited to agree on a tentative date of the eight 
meeting of the group as well as to consider the possibility to host it. 

Agenda Item 12 Outcome and closing of the Meeting 

The draft Outcome will be prepared by the Secretariat for consideration and approval by the Meeting. The 
final Outcome, incorporating corrections by the Meeting, will be prepared by the Secretariat in consultation 
with the Chair of the Meeting and made available in the HELCOM Meeting Portal. 


